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Introduction

Malaysia is proud to report that the country has started implementing the requirements of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directives effective from 1 Jan 2008, consistent with the ASEAN agreement on AHCRS.  The seamless transition from pre-market approval to post-marketing surveillance is possible as Malaysia (as reported in earlier ACC meetings) is committed to make the implementation of the ACD a success by working early on the transposition of the ACD requirements into the local laws.  This does not mean that Malaysia does not have country specific requirements but arguably, the list of requirements specific to Malaysia is a short one and the country is undertaking initiatives to review these requirements with the objective to have consistent requirements as the ACD, where permissible.

Updates
(i) Training

In year 2007 and 2008, Malaysia MOH with the support of the industry association have organized several road shows and seminars to educate the industry in the preparation for implementation of Post-Marketing Surveillance Activities.  The objective of the seminars, aptly titled “New Control of Cosmetic Products in Malaysia” which is to provide better understanding to the industry on the new cosmetic control following the adoption of the ACD by Malaysia was successfully achieved.  
The MOH and the industry association had also organized a seminar, “An Approach to PIF and Safety Assessment Management for ASEAN Cosmetic Directive Compliance, conducted by the ASEAN Expert.  The aim of this seminar is to provide further clarification to the industry on the Product Information File compilation and the required approach to efficacy and safety requirements.

(ii) Product Notification

Between Jan to May 2008 about 12,000 cosmetic products have been notified with the National Pharmaceutical Control Bureau (NPCB).  The notification process is done via an electronic system which is developed to also help the NPCB to “screen” the notification form sent by the companies for products with ingredients that are not in compliance with the ACD positive or negative lists.
(iii) PIF Audit
Malaysia has started the auditing of PIF and this activity is expected to be intensified in the coming months.  
(iv) Product Testing
Malaysia has also started testing products sampled from the market for purpose of determining whether or not the products contain banned ingredients such as hydroquinone, steroid, tretinoin.  The authorities are targeting to sample 30 products per month.  
Concerns
In the spirit of ASEAN, Malaysia was with the expectation that all ASEAN countries will implement the ACD effective from 1 Jan 2008, as per the ASEAN agreement.  Hence, Malaysia would like to encourage other member countries who have not implemented the ACD to start doing so in order to realize the objective of the AHCS i.e. harmonized cosmetic regulations across ASEAN.   Malaysia would like to reiterate the views included in our Dec 2007 Progress Report for ASEAN to strive for minimal country specific requirements. 
