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The Report of the Seventh Meeting of the 

ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality (ACCSQ) 

The ASEAN Cosmetic Committee (ACC)

THE ASEAN Cosmetic Scientific Body (ACSB)

12 June 2007, 

Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic
INTRODUCTION

The Seventh Meeting of the ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality (ACCSQ) ASEAN Cosmetic Committee (ACC) ASEAN Cosmetic Scientific Body (ACSB) was held on the 12 June 2007, Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
.
ACSB MEMBERS PRESENT
	Brunei Darussalam
	Mr Chong Chee Kiong

Ms Ellys Haji Mohammed

	Cambodia
	Dr Chhieng Phana

	Indonesia
	Dr Purwantyastuti 

Ms Nuning Barwa

	Lao PDR
	Mr Vongtavanh Chiemsisourath

Mrs Mayphet Phonsima

	Malaysia
	Ms Anis Talib (Chair)

Ms Hamidah B Minhaj
Dr Tan Luck Pheng

	Myanmar
	Not present

	Philippines
	Ms Pia Angelique Priagola
Ms Esperanza Moya 

	Singapore
	Dr Alain Khaiat
Dr Celine Liew 

	Thailand
	Mrs Narupa Wongpiyarattanakul
Dr Simon Young (Secretary)

	Vietnam
	Mr Nguyen Van Loi

	ACA
	Mr Apinan Rothanavibhata


Apologies

Mr Tonny Pranatadjaja (ACA).

	Introduction of the Meeting by the Chair


The Chair welcomed the delegates and thanked the government of Lao People’s Democratic Republic for the arrangements and their hospitality.
	Agenda Item 1 – Adoption of the Agenda


The agenda was adopted without amendment.

	Agenda Item 2 – Business Arrangements


Provided by the Secretary.

	Agenda Item 3 – Review of Actions from the 6th ACSB Meeting 


The secretary reviewed key actions from the previous meeting, all of which were either completed or on the agenda for completion at this meeting.

	Agenda Item 4 – Feedback from Heads of Delegations Meeting – Jakarta  May 9/10 2007


The Chair gave feedback from this meeting.  Key points were as follow:-

· New process for rapid communication and updating of Annexe II of the ACD (See Agenda Item 8 below).

· Request for ACSB to provide clarification on chemical peel face masks (See Agenda Item 17.2 below).

· Request for ACSB to make proposal on acceptability of US nomenclature for colourants on product labels ((See Agenda Item 13 below).

· Request for ACSB to make proposal on assessment of ingredients used primarily in ASEAN which may not be assessed by the EU, US or Japanese cosmetic safety processes e.g. whitening ingredients, indigenous herbal extracts etc (See Agenda Items 14 & 16 below).

· Request for ACSB to make proposal on providing a rapid response to public concerns regarding cosmetic safety (See Agenda Item 15 below).

	Agenda Item 5 – Claim Guidelines


It was agreed to extend the scope of this document to a simple decision making process that assists regulators and industry to decide whether a product falls within the scope of the ASEAN cosmetic directive.  This was done because claims cannot be judged to be cosmetic or non-cosmetic in isolation from other features of the product (See Proposal 1 Attached).   

	Agenda Item 6 – Product Categories 


The following product categories were discussed and it is proposed that all are added to Annexe I of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive (See Proposal 2 Attached).  
Mouth wash, Anti-caries toothpaste, Anti-dandruff, Skin wash, Anti-bacterial including rinse off, Sunscreen, Skin Whitening, Anti- Acne, Anti-Hair loss, Anti- Cellulite, Bust Contouring Cream.

All entries containing the word ‘Anti’ are subject to agreement by Thailand by 31 July 2007, as there is a specific concern regarding the use of this word in Thailand.

ACTION: 
Thailand to revert to ACSB Members by July 31 with decision on how to implement proposed changes to Annexe I

	Agenda Item 7 – ASEAN Microbiological Limits  


This proposal (See Proposal 3 Attached) was presented by ACA and was accepted by all countries.  Thailand will continue to perform an additional test for Clostridia spp. on products containing crude herbal extracts due to local concerns (Regulatory authorities may perform additional tests if they have specific safety concerns). 

	Agenda Item 8 – Update of Annexe II (Banned list) in line with latest EU changes  


All members agreed to the proposal that the ACD Annexe II should be updated using the latest additions to the equivalent EU list.  This adds an extra 107 ingredients to the ASEAN banned list (See Proposal 4 Attached).  
The Heads of Delegations Meeting – Jakarta  May 9/10 2007 requested ACSB to adopt the following new procedure for responding to changes to the EU Annexe II.

1. Secretary to inform all ACSB members of changes to Annexe II along with grace periods involved.

2. ACSB members to respond within 2 weeks if there are any issues that require further clarification

3. ACSB Secretary to send agreed proposal and updated ACD Annexe II directly to ASEAN Secretariat and ACC Chair for implemention.  

The issues of transcription, implementation dates and grace periods were discussed.  It is proposed that in response to additions to Annexe II (The banned list) coming from the EU, ASEAN should use the same grace period as the EU.  This will reflect any risk to public health and will range from immediate product recall in extreme cases to a phased withdrawal.  Adoption of the same dates as the EU will also reduce likelihood of ‘product dumping’.

For changes to other annexes it is proposed that ACSB will suggest grace periods to ACC for implementation of the changes after evaluation and acceptance by ACSB, particularly those that impose new restrictions or labeling requirements.  These grace periods will be set to protect consumer health and to allow sufficient time for reformulation and related product changes. 
ACTION:
ACSB Secretary to keep ACSB members informed of actual and planned changes to all annexes of the EU Directive.

	Agenda Item 9 –  Hydrogen peroxide in tooth bleaching products


Indonesia presented feedback from the National Dental Association indicating that they would not support an increase to the current ASEAN H2O2 limit of less than 0.1% to beyond 3%.  The draft European recommendation of  less than 6% with specific control and labeling requirements has not yet been adopted in Europe.  Although the European draft has been previously discussed it was agreed that ACSB will not recommend it again to ACC until it has been formally adopted in the EU, at which point all ACSB members will support the proposal.

ACTIONS: 
Secretary to update ACSB members by June 30 on progress towards adoption of the draft in Europe.  ACSB will propose adoption of EU system when implemented.

Secretary to initiate discussions on alternative regulation of H2O2 in ASEAN tooth bleaching products if the likely date of EU implementation is after January 01, 2008.   
	Agenda Item 10 – Review of proposals for adoption of new entries to the EU Annexes


All countries reviewed the updates to Annexe III (Restricted list) of the EU Directive and unanimously agreed the ACA proposal to adopt Annexe III, Part 1, entries 66 and 93-97 inclusive.  It is proposed that Annexe III, Part 1, entries 67-92 inclusive will not be adopted.  

It is also proposed that Annexe III, Part 2 entries 1 – 62 be adopted without change.  An updated copy of ASEAN Cosmetic Directive Annexe III has been prepared (See Proposal 5 Attached).   

Proposals for updating of annexes IV, V, VI and VII were also discussed.  Philippines and Indonesia requested additional time to review and discuss these changes with local industry.

ACA Requested clarification of the current EU regulation of zinc pyrithione.

ACTION:
Philippines and Indonesia to provide feedback on proposed changes (See Proposal 6 Attached) before next Heads of Delegation meeting in Week 1 September.

Secretary to provide clarification of the current EU regulation of zinc pyrithione by 30 June 2007.
	Agenda Item 11 –Fluoride levels in children’s oral care products


The secretary presented a proposal based upon two EU Scientific Committee reviews (2003 & 2005) which support the safety and efficacy of fluoride at between 1000 and 1500ppm F for children under the age of 6 years.  Additional usage instructions “use only a pea-sized amount with supervised brushing” were recommended.  A total fluoride content of  less than 300mg per pack was also recommended for all toothpastes in line with the ISO Toothpaste standard child safety provision.

ACTION:
ACSB Members to review and provide feedback to Secretary by August 31.


ACSB Secretary to modify the proposal ready for submission to the next ACC meeting in December 2007.  
	Agenda Item 12 – ASEAN Heavy Metal Limits


ACTION:
Secretary to circulate proposal to ACSB based upon current ASEAN National standards by September 30, 2007


	Agenda Item 13 – Labeling of colourants using US nomenclature


The possibility of dual labeling of colourants using ASEAN (CI numbers) and US FDA names was raised by Singapore.  After discussion it was agreed that there is no obvious consumer safety or clarity issue involved in this proposal and it should be further discussed by ACC as a political/trade issue.

ACTION: 
ACSB Chair to inform ACC of ACSB proposal

	Agenda Items 14 & 16 – Whitening ingredients & Natural ingredients


A request was made by the Heads of Delegations meeting (See Item 4 above) for ACSB to make a proposal on assessment of ingredients used primarily in ASEAN which may not be assessed by the EU, US or Japanese cosmetic safety processes e.g. whitening ingredients, indigenous herbal extracts.

It was agreed that the process for tasking by the ACC and review and proposal by the ACSB already exists.  What is required is a mechanism to identify and prioritise candidates that might require assessment.  A first step is the creation of an inventory of ASEAN-specific botanical ingredients

ACTION:
All countries to send Indonesia a list of botanical ingredients regulated (Banned, restricted or positive-listed, including banned herbal medicines) in their markets by September 30.  List to include local plant name, Linnean plant name, regulatory status and function.

Indonesia to compile lists and circulate to ACSB members by 31 October for assessment of scope and discussion of next steps at December meeting. 

	Agenda Item 15 – Responses to public safety concerns


A request was made by the Heads of Delegations meeting (See Item 4 above) for ACSB to make a proposal on provision of rapid information and support to ASEAN regulators and industry on issues concerning public safety of cosmetics.
ACTION:
Secretary to draft one page process chart to summarise ways of working discussed by ACSB for comment and implementation by members.

	Agenda Item 17 – Any other business 


1. Diethylene glycol

In response to the recent public discussion and concern regarding this ingredient it is proposed that a temporary restriction is put in place to protect public health while a full safety review can be carried out.  The proposal is to add diethylene glycol to Annexe III, Part 2 (The provisional restricted list).  The concentration will be limited to a maximum of 0.1% in oral care products and products intended to come into contact with the mucous membranes.  This restriction will remain in place until 31 December 2007 when a further recommendation will be made by ACSB.

ACTION:  ACSB Chair to task an ACSB member to lead a safety review on DEG 

2. Chemical Peels
In response to a request for ACSB made by the Heads of Delegations meeting (See Item 4 above) to provide clarification on chemical peel face masks which are listed as outside the scope of cosmetic products in Annexe 1 – The Illustrative list.  The following explanation is given,

“Chemical peel face masks are skin treatments consisting of high concentrations of chemicals such as alpha-hydroxy acids, chloracetic acid or resorcinol.  They are used by dermatologists under clinical conditions to remove spots, acne or other blemishes”.


3. Royal Jelly (Malaysia)
Malaysia requested ACSB assistance in assessing the requirement for stringent mandatory labeling of topical products containing royal jelly.

ACTION:  A copy of the proposed labeling and scientific data to be circulated by
 

Malaysia to ACSB members for comment.


4. Tranexamic Acid (Malaysia)
This ingredient remains in the ASEAN Handbook of Cosmetic Ingredients and needs to be reviewed.

ACTION:
Malaysia to contact company marketing this skin-lightening agent and


request permission to share safety data with ACSB for review.  This 

review could be facilitated by evidence of approval as quasi-drug
 

ingredients in Japan).


5. Alpha-hydroxy acids (Indonesia)
Indonesia requested support in regulation of AHA products.  Although there is no legislative regulation in the EU and US there are industry voluntary limits on pH, concentration, use of sunscreens and warning statements.

ACTION:
Secretary to circulate EU AHA guidelines by June 30 to ACSB for consideration. 

6. Eye-lash perming products (Singapore)
This category of products, typically containing thioglycollic acid or mercaptans was discussed.   The entire category has been banned in many US States due to eye safety concerns.  It is proposed that they may be banned in ASEAN.


7. Ice drops – breath fresheners (Singapore)
The regulatory status of this product category was discussed and it is proposed  that they should be considered to be cosmetic products.   This will be discussed further.


8. Editorial process
Several errors have been identified in the ACD Annexes.  These will be addressed by a process of continuous improvement with corrections being issued to ACSB members in real time and updated editions of the annexes issued during ACSB meetings.  

	Next Meeting


The next meeting of the ACSB will be held back to back prior to the next meeting of the ACC and it is proposed that it should be a two day meeting to address the increasing workload of the ACSB.

	Meeting Close


The Chairman then summarised the meeting and thanked the ACSB members, ACA, and observers for their valuable inputs, comments and attention.  The Chair and all present expressed their gratitude and appreciation to the host country for their arrangements and warm hospitality before the meeting was closed by the Chair.
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