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Welcome Address & Official Opening Speech
By
His Excellency, Mr. Khamhoung HEUANGVONGSY

Vice-Minister of Ministry of Health, Lao PDR

at the 8th Meeting of the ACCSQ ASEAN Cosmetics Committee

(ACC)

13 June 2007, Lao Plaza Hotel, Vientiane, Lao PDR

Mr.  Savengvong DOUANGSAVANH

Deputy Director General, Food and Drug Department;

Chair of the Organizing Committee;
Mr. Vongtavanh CHIEMSISOURATH;
Co-Chair of the 7th ACCSQ ASEAN Cosmetic Committee (ACC)

Mme. Le Chau Giang, Senior Officer, ASEAN Secretariat 

Distinguished ASEAN Delegates and Observers;

Ladies and Gentlemen
Sabaidee tone sao and Good Morning; (¦½®¾¨©ó ªº­À§í¾)
It’s my great pleasure on behalf of the Ministry of Health, and also the Lao Government to honorably address an opening remark for this meeting and express a warm welcome to you in Vientiane, Lao PDR.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the Food and Drug Department (Ministry of Health), the ASEAN Department (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and the Lao Plaza Hotel for their efforts to prepare materials and facilities making today meeting happened, and I also would like to extent my appreciation thanks to the ASEAN Secretariat and ASEAN Cosmetic Association (ACA) who have been supporting for this meeting.
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Both the Regulatory Authorities and the cosmetic industries need to play a major role to ensure that the cosmetic products available in the markets have good quality and safe with substantiated claimed benefits.
The Lao PDR imports almost all of the cosmetic products.  Currently we are in the process of formulating the control of cosmetic products in line with the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive (ACD).

In preparation for the implementation of ACD, Lao PDR has participated in all capacity building activities which were jointly organized by the EC-ASEAN Economic Program on Standards, Quality and Conformity Assessment. On this note, I would like to take this opportunity to thank to the EC-ASEAN for their support.
With the strong commitment of the ASEAN Member Countries in the ASEAN Committee (ACC) meeting, I am confident that its objectives can be achieved and implemented by 1st January 2008.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Ministry of Health of the Lao PDR will continue to support toward achieving the aims of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive.
In this regard, the MOH is aware and recognizes that nothing is more important to our country than increasing the income levels and improving the living standards of our people. Moreover, MOH has made a lot of efforts to coordinate with line agencies and donors in implementing national socio-economic development as well as public heath towards eliminate poverty in the year 2020.

In conclusion, to our distinguished delegates and participants, may I wish you all success and rewarding on the meeting. While all of you are in Vientiane, I hope you will also have the opportunity to explore the unexpected treasures of the Lao PDR.

Ladies and Gentlemen, on this auspicious occasion, I would like to open officially the 8th ACCSQ - ACC Meeting.
Thank you for your attention.
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Welcome Remark 

By

Mr. Savengvong DOUANSAVANH, Deputy Director General,
Department of Food and Drug 
at the 8th Meeting of the ACCSQ ASEAN Cosmetics Committee

(ACC)

13 June 2007, Lao Plaza Hotel, Vientiane, Lao PDR

His Excellency, Mr. Khamhoung HEUANGVONGSY

Vice-Minister of Ministry of Health, Lao PDR

Directors and Deputy Directors of the government Ministries

Mr. Co-Chair, ACC

Mme. Le Chau Giang, Senior Officer, ASEAN Secretariat 

Distinguished ASEAN Delegates and Observers;

Ladies and Gentlemen,  good morning
First of all, as the chair of the Organizing Committee, allow me to warmly welcome all of you here to the opening of the 8th ASEAN Consultative Committee on Standard and Quality (ACCSQ) and ASEAN Cosmetic Committee (ACC) Meeting. Your presence here attests to the commitment of the ASEAN Community to achieve the objectives of ASEAN Cosmetic Directive (ACD).

Recently, the Department of Food and Drug, MOH of Laos had been hosted two ASEAN Working Groups like the ASEAN Working Group on Technical Cooperation in Pharmaceuticals, and the ASEAN Expert Group on Food Safety.

Today, we are proud to host the 8th ACC Meeting, the 7th ACSB and the back to back meeting or the Regional Training on preparation and management of Product Information File (PIF). In this regard, we have considered that those meetings are important event happened in our country. Last, but not least, I’d like to wish all of you have a pleasant stay and enjoy yourself while staying in Vientiane. 
Thank you.
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