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OPENING REMARKS
By Dr. Truong Quoc Cuong

Director General

Drug Administration of Viet Nam

Dr. Ruslan Aspan, Deputy of Traditional Medicines, Cosmetic and Complementary Product Control, BPOM Indonesia, Chair of the ASEAN Cosmetic Committee;
Dr. Vongtavanh Chiemsisourath, Director of Narcotics, Chemical and Cosmetic Control Division, Lao FDA, Co-Chair of the ACC;
Representatives from the ASEAN Secretariat;
Heads of Delegations from ASEAN Member Countries;
ASEAN Friends;
Ladies and Gentlemen;
Very Good Morning,
First of all, on behalf of the Ministry of Health, I would like to extend my warm welcome to Viet Nam.

As you may recall, Viet Nam hosted the 1st Meeting in 2001 and 2nd Meeting in 2003 and now it is a great honor and privilege for us to host the Meeting for the 3rd time. This reflects our strong commitment to the ASEAN Cooperation on Standards and Technical Regulation especially in the Healthcare sector.

For me, it is more special to recall that each time Viet Nam hosts the Cosmetic Meeting, there are always special landmarks. When we hosted the Meeting in 2003, it was the time when the Cosmetic Product Working Group was transformed into the ASEAN Cosmetic Committee and the creation of the ASEAN Cosmetic Scientific Body to assist ACC on technical and scientific matters. Today, it is also another significant landmark and a special moment for the ACC and especially for Viet Nam to witness the readiness of the implementation of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive- the first ever harmonized technical regulation in ASEAN.
ASEAN has been viewed by politicians, economists, business communities all over the world as a very strategic player in the global trade, regardless of the product category, with a market of more than 560 million people as compared to the EU’s close to 500 million. ASEAN with its ten member countries has always been focused on its economic and social growth since 1992 when the ASEAN Leaders declared the creation of the ASEAN Free Trade Area. In 2003, with the Bali Concorde Declaration, the ASEAN Leaders decided to transform the ASEAN economic agenda into a more ambitious goal which is to create ASEAN as a single market and production base. Since then, many initiatives, strategies and action plans have been put together to facilitate the realization of this ultimate goal of ASEAN.  

At the recent ASEAN Summit held in November 2007 in Singapore, the ASEAN Leaders once again reaffirmed the ASEAN economic commitment as a single market and production base through their endorsement of the ASEAN Blue Print and their signing of the ASEAN Charter that transforms ASEAN into a rule base organization so that the implementation of the ASEAN commitments will be more effective.
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The vision of regional economic integration was conceptualized in recognition of the importance and potential of trade liberalization and facilitation. However, market integration is not just about cutting or removing tariff or simplification of custom procedures. ASEAN has to make sure that non-tariff barriers including technical barriers to trade posed by standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures are removed. 

Industry and business communities have been experiencing difficulties in marketing the same product in different countries due to different regulatory requirements. The Cosmetic Industry was the first group to make the regulatory authorities in ASEAN aware of the need to work together to harmonize all technical regulations. 

As a result, the Agreement on the ASEAN Harmonized Cosmetic Regulatory Scheme was signed on 2nd September 2003, it lays down the requirements for the cosmetic products in all ASEAN Member Countries starting from the 1st January 2008. Now the implementation is at the corner. We have only 18 days to make this happen. For me, no calculator can help me calculate how much efforts, energy, financial resource, knowledge have been mobilized and how much tears and joys Member Countries have gone through in this harmonization process. It is really not possible to express this with words or figures. Let me warmly congratulate the Chair, Co-Chair, ACC Members, the cosmetic industry for your excellent efforts and performance.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I strongly believe that the implementation of this Cosmetic Agreement brings countless significant impacts for ASEAN. However, let me share with you some as follows:

(i) It brings ASEAN to the higher level of image and reputation in the world and in the eyes of the Global business community;

(ii) ASEAN has shown that its Member Countries do not only commit in paper but that we implement it seriously;

(iii) It brings a higher standard, safe and good quality cosmetic products to our consumers;

(iv) It helps increase ASEAN trade in the cosmetic sector;

(v) It sets a model for harmonization of technical regulations in various sectors in ASEAN both technically and through a teamwork spirit;
The implementation date is approaching and I am sure that there are still many challenges ahead. However, I believe that with the strong leadership by the Chair and Co-Chair, the excellent teamwork between regulators and industry and the caring for each other between ASEAN brothers and sisters, there will be no reason for us not to be successful.

As a Member of ASEAN, Viet Nam commits to ensure the Agreement will be implemented smoothly. We are open for comments and inputs from our ASEAN regulatory friends and industry. To transmit this message into action plan, we will organize a conference with the cosmetic industry early in 2008 in order to listen to the industry concerns and to find solutions to these concerns. It is also important to share with the cosmetic industry and the business community that the Government of Viet Nam is very committed to continuously strengthen the regulatory and investment environment so that the investor and business community will find it worth investing and doing business in Viet Nam.

Let me once again congratulate you all for your excellent work. 
I thank you for your presence at this important Meeting.

I would like also to take this opportunity to thank my DAV team, the event organizer and sponsors for all your hard work to make this event possible here today. Special thanks to Dr. Thanh, Deputy Director General and Dr. Loi, Director of the Cosmetic Division. They have been working tirelessly for the last several months, with very limited resources, and I am very proud to see their commitment in this event.     
May I now declare the Meeting open and I wish you will all have a fruitful meeting and pleasant stay in Ho Chi Minh. There are many things here to tempt you. So please do not forget to make your little contribution to the growth of Viet Nam’s economy.
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