CHAIR OPENING REMARK
9th ACC MEETING
The honorable Dr. Truong Quoc Cuong, 

Director Gểneral of Drug Administration ò Viet Nam
The distinguished delegates of ASEAN Cosmetics Committee
The representatives of ASEAN Secretariat and ASEAN Cosmetics Association

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great honor for me to see all members of delegation in this 9th meeting of ACCSQ ASEAN Cosmetics Committee, here in Ho Chi Minh – Viet Nam. Please allow me to express my appreciation to the host country for its warm welcome and hospitality. 

Four years ago in Cambodia, September 2nd, 2003 to be exact, agreement on the ASEAN Harmonized Cosmetics Regulatory Scheme had been signed by ASEAN Ministers during the 35th ASEAN Economic Minister Meeting. The objective of the agreement was to eliminate technical barriers by harmonizing regulations and technical requirements in ASEAN but without compromising the quality and safety of cosmetics products.
Since that day, we have gone a long way, as it is only 19 days now to the implementation of ASEAN Harmonized Cosmetics Regulatory Scheme. 

In the preparation of implementing it, we had conducted many activities both at country and regional level. Those included the composing of technical document requirements, national transposition, technical discussion, trainings, workshops and we even had a chance to visit EU to learn more about implementation of a Harmonized Scheme at a regional level.  

These were all made possible with the tremendous support from many partners and stakeholders, like, EU, International Trade Centre (ITC) and Psykalysch Technisce Bundestaalt (PTB), APRIS, World Bank, to mention some. 
High Excellency Dr. Truong Quoc Cuong,
This meeting is attended by delegates and observers from NINE ASEAN member Countries, ASEAN Secretariat and ASEAN Cosmetics Association. 

Although MYANMAR may not join this meeting, I trust that they will be in favor of the outcome of this meeting. In addition, this 9th meeting is also attended by numbers of our stakeholders, representatives from industries from most of ASEAN member countries. I also see this as a very positive indication of support and active participation to the implementation of ASEAN Harmonized Cosmetics Regulatory Scheme on 1st January 2008. 

With full support from all delegates, I am confident that we will have a productive meeting that will accommodate all issues and bring constructive outcomes for all of us.   
