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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS ON ECONOMIC INTEGRATION



AEM


13th AEM Retreat 
3 May 2007, Jerudong, Brunei Darussalam



39th AEM

24-25 August 2007, Philippines



SEOM


SEOM 1/38

29-31 January 2007, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


SEOM 2/38

27-29 March 2007, Manila, Philippines


SEOM 3/38 

22-24 May 2007, Chiang Mai, Thailand


SEOM 4/38

16-19 July 2007, Da Nang, Viet Nam



ACCSQ


29th ACCSQ

20-22 March 2007, Yangon, Myanmar


30th ACCSQ

6-8 August 2007, Manila, Philippines

Policy on implementation of agreements

The AEM reaffirmed that ASEAN must implement its existing agreements quickly and visibly as this will motivate the business and the public to earnestly promote and strongly support ASEAN economic integration and community building. Following this reaffirmation, the AEM tasked SEOM:

a)
to ensure that initiatives under the purview of AEM are implemented effectively through an
 
effective monitoring mechanism using the AEC Scorecard to track its compliance and
 
implementation;

b)
to undertake quarterly assessments of the progress of implementation of ASEAN Economic
 
initiatives; and

c)
to monitor the ratification of ASEAN economic agreements and notification of implementation
 
on a quarterly basis. 
ASEAN Charter

The ASEAN Charter is a landmark constitutional document embodying fundamental principles, goals, objectives and structures of ASEAN cooperation. It will serve as a legal and institutional framework of ASEAN to support the realization of its goals and objectives. It will also codify all ASEAN norms, rules and values and reaffirm that ASEAN agreements signed and other instruments adopted before the establishment of the ASEAN Charter continue to and be legally binding where appropriate. The ASEAN Charter will also reaffirm principles, goals and ideals contained in ASEAN’s milestone agreements and confer a legal personality to ASEAN and determine the functions, develop areas of competence of key ASEAN bodies and their relationship with one another in the overall ASEAN structure.

The AEM emphasised on the need to have more details on what ASEAN needs to do under the economic pillar beyond 2015, recognising that the economic pillar of the Charter refers to work beyond the AEC 2015 Blueprint, and that the ASEAN Charter provides only broad principles and guidelines.  A “Reference Book” on intended work beyond 2015 is being considered. The ASEAN Charter was signed at the 13th ASEAN Summit in Singapore in November 2007.
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint

In order to facilitate the acceleration of the AEC, the ASEAN Economic Ministers, during their informal Meeting on 11 January 2007 in Cebu, Philippines, considered the Blueprint of the ASEAN Economic Community which included the proposal of the AEC Structure, the strategic schedule for the AEC and reporting mechanism in realizing the AEC. The Ministers have also agreed on the general thrust of four foundations for the AEC Blueprint, being a single market and production base, a highly competitive economic region, a region of equitable economic development and full integration into the global economy.

Consultation with stakeholders on the AEC Blueprint was facilitated to keep them informed of the progress of this community building process, which includes convening an interactive stakeholders’ meeting or workshop to discuss the draft AEC Blueprint.  The ASEAN Economic Community Coordinating Conference (ECOM), which was held at the ASEAN Secretariat from 7-8 June 2007.

The AEC Blueprint would also include a brief assessment of where ASEAN is now with all existing integration initiatives through a reporting system to monitor progress, track non-progress and highlight implementation gaps. The AEC Scorecard would be used to indicate what ASEAN has achieved in terms of implementation and identify where the problems of non-compliance are for reporting to the Leaders at the ASEAN Summits. It will provide a mechanism to track non-compliance and non-implementation of initiatives.
· The AEM tasked the High Level Task Force on ASEAN Economic Integration (HLTF-EI) to look into the issue of instituting compensatory measures or denial of benefits for delay in implementation and report back to the AEM at their Retreat in 2008.  

· The ASEAN Secretariat is developing compliance and key performance indicators to monitor the AEC Blueprint implementation and is working towards the publication of an ASEAN Brief which provides stakeholders a concise reference about the progress of ASEAN integration using some of the indicators being developed to monitor the progress of ASEAN integration and community building.  

The relevant sectoral Ministerial bodies shall be responsible for the implementation of the Blueprint under their respective purview, while the AEM, as the Ministers-in-Charge of Economic Integration in the Council of ASEAN Economic Community, shall be accountable for the overall implementation of the Blueprint.
The draft Blueprint and its Strategic Schedule was finalised at the SEOM 4/38 meeting for submission to the 39th AEM Meeting an subsequently endorsed by the AEM. The Leader’s Declaration on the AEC Blueprint will be signed at the 13th ASEAN Summit in November 2007 in Singapore. Once the AEC Blueprint and its Strategic Schedule is issued through a Declaration signed by Leaders, the commitments contained in it would be binding to all Member Countries and effective for implementation as was the case with other ASEAN declarations. 

ASEAN TRADE FACILITATION WORK PROGRAMME
The ASEAN Trade Facilitation Work Programme (ATFWP) consists of the principles for developing the Work Programme; the scope, measures, goals and timelines to achieve the objective of the Work Programme; and the indicators to measure the implementation of the Work Programme). It was developed under the cooperation between UNESCAP and the ASEAN Secretariat, funded by ASEAN-US Technical Assistance and Training Facility (ASEAN-US TATF).

An effective monitoring and coordination mechanism in the Work Programme will be developed to monitor the implementation of its measures for all the sectoral activities. A study will also be carried out to assess how the harmonisation of standard and conformity assessment procedures have been beneficial to the private sector and effective to intra-ASEAN trade as one of the indicators on where ASEAN is at this point of time in trade facilitation. The draft Work Programme will be circulated to the relevant sectoral bodies for their inputs for finalisation of the Work Programme on Trade Facilitation by 22nd AFTA Council in 2008.  

PRIORITY INTEGRATION SECTORS

The ASEAN Framework (Amendment) Agreement for the Integration of Priority Sectors and the ASEAN Sectoral Integration (Amendment) Protocol for the Integration of Priority Sectors was signed by the ASEAN Economic Ministers on 8 December 2006 in Cebu. 

The ASEAN Secretariat convened an outreach event, “ASEAN Talks Business”, on 17 April 2007 at the ASEAN Secretariat.  The event aimed to brief the private sector on ASEAN economic integration and the AEC, and at the same time serves as a venue for consultations and feedback from the private sector.  

The ASEAN Secretariat submitted the progress in the implementation of the priority integration sectors to the SEOM and the following was noted:

a)
the promotion of recognition and acceptance of accredited test reports and certificates
 
amongst ASEAN Regulatory Bodies, for which Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore
 
and Thailand have initiated to have discussions with their respective regulatory bodies.  

b)
that there was a need to have brief discussion with specific sectors which require third party
 
mark on conformity, with regard to implementation of ASEAN Conformity Mark.

The AEM called for full and early ratification and notification of the Framework Agreement on the Integration of Priority Sectors, the ASEAN Sectoral Integration Protocols, and their amendments, recognising that it is essential to move forward the priority integration sector initiatives.

-----∙●∙(∙(∙●∙-----
UPDATES FROM THE 30TH ACCSQ MEETING

ASEAN Conformity Mark 

Based on the comments/inputs received from the AMCs on the final Draft Guide on Basic Rules for ASEAN Conformity Mark and the draft Agreement on the Application of ASEAN Conformity Mark, the ACCSQ agreed that Member Countries and WGs/PWGs should carry out further consultations before a decision can be made on whether to proceed with the endorsement of the ASEAN Conformity Mark by the AEM. Further consultations will be carried out among AMCs and WGs/PWGs on these documents. 

ASEAN Good Regulatory Practice (GRP) Guide

The ASEAN Good Regulatory Practice (GRP) Guide was endorsed by the ACCSQ for subsequent endorsement by the SEOM/AEM. The GRP Guide will be published in the ASEAN website. 

Industry participation in WGs/PWGs Meetings 

The importance of participation of the industry in the WGs/PWGs Meetings was recognised by the ACCSQ and the WGs/PWGs were requested to consider and discuss how to increase the industry involvement at their meetings, either through back-to-back meetings or inviting them to attend the Meeting on the specific items of the agenda.  

Participation and attendance of Dialogue Partners at WGs/PWGs Meetings 

The Meetings of the ACCSQ and its WGs/PWGs are closed meetings among AMCs where issues that are common to the region are discussed. There would also be instances when sensitive and confidential issues are discussed which is expected to be shared only among AMCs with confidence. As such, attendance of Dialogue Partners (DP) as well as other observers has always been treated carefully and the WG/PWG must be consulted on their attendance before approving their attendance.

 

The usual practice is for the DP to attend only a specific agenda item under which specific issues for cooperation between the WG/PWG and the DP is discussed. DPs are not allowed to attend the whole meeting as observers so as to maintain confidentiality of issues discussed. The WG/PWG is also recommended to discuss the specific issue that needs to be raised with the DP before hand so that a common regional stand can be achieved before it is discussed with the DP.  The meeting documents are also confidential and for circulation among Member Countries only.  

Guideline on Progress Report from Chairs/Co-Chairs of WGs/PWGS at ACCSQ Meetings 

The WGs/PWGs were requested to use the agreed format when submitting the highlights and progress to the ACCSQ clearly indicating the action required from the ACCSQ.  
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