Cambodia 

9th  ACCSQ - ASEAN COSMETIC COMMITTEE MEETING

10 – 13 December  2007 , Ho Chi Minh City  , Viet Nam
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS REPORT.
1- Transposition of ASEAN Cosmetic Directive into National Legislation
The transposition of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive into the existing Sub Decree on Cosmetic Management has been finalized and translated into Khmer after   consultation with legislators within the Ministry of Health. On 5th November 2007 this drafted has been passed by the Ministry and  submitted to the Council of Ministers for consideration and discussion with others Ministries involved such as Custom Office, Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Industry / Energy and Mine. The Ministry of Health expected that early January 2008 an internal consultation will be held under the chairmanship of the Cabinet of the Council of Ministers and it will be tentatively passed during the plenary session in March 2008.   
2- Legislation 
Fortunately the amendment of the National Drug Law has recently been  passed by the National Assembly which encourage the Ministry of Health to find an appropriate way for the upcoming  implementation  of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive.
 The amended Drug Law has defined the definition of counterfeiting of medicines / health care products, the role and responsibility of inspectors in controlling importation / exportation , advertising and strengthening the Post Marketing Surveillance. Furthermore  the most two importance legal aspects are: 
- the inspectors will become judiciary police who have right to seize and confiscate illegal transaction and prepare document for prosecution.    
- increase the penalty: shall be subjected to penalty to a fine from 20,000,000.00 Riels ( 50,000.00 USD ) to 50,000,000.00 Riels ( 125,000.00 USD) or to punishment to imprisonment from five years to ten years or, both of the punishment , for any person who deliberately engaged in producing , importing , exporting or trading of pharmaceuticals / cosmetic containing additives substances without authorization , counterfeit medicines / cosmetics , products with poor of quality, expired products which affected to the health or live of the consumers. 
Cambodia will require the notification process by 1rst January 2008 for new products and existing products that are already placed in the market.     
3- Workshop at National level .

The Ministry of Health has planned to host in the second week of December 07 one workshop to the import / export companies with regards to the amended Sub Decree on Cosmetic Management which is mostly in line with the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive. The main objective of this workshop is to inform companies to ready prepare the product notification, which will be come into effective from 1rs January 2008 as well as the role and responsibility of companies or person placing the products on the market. During the workshop we can identify problem facing by companies in fulfilling the product notification and PIF, which is needed to continuously train  those concerned persons.
So far we have noted that some multinational companies are interesting in getting in touch with the authority for advices and have willingness to abide the National Provisions and Regulations.  
4- Challenges: 
1- Limitation in the current practice in controlling cosmetic products in shifting to and conducting the Post Marketing Surveillance,
2- Restructuring the administrative process to ensure that the product notification will be given to the applicant within three working days,
3- Limitation in the safety assessment of cosmetic when looking at the qualitative and quantitative formula in the product notification, 
4- Testing equipments and reference substances are still  limited, 
5- Cambodia is not a producer of cosmetic products and self regulation by the cosmetic companies to ensure compliance with safety and quality criteria become an important part of the regulation system.

6- Most of shop owners are not qualified and knowledgeable on Cosmetic.
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