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             Progress in transposing the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive at the National Level

Country: PHILIPPINES

READINESS TO IMPLEMENT THE ACD/NATIONAL TRANSPOSITION

· The Department of Health (DOH) and Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) are drafting the joint AO delegating the Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD) to take charge of soap regulation.

· The transposition of ACD into the National Law also includes the new requirements and procedure on the Product Notification Scheme, including the mechanism on the acceptance of existing products with expired registration and notification.

· Interdivision trainings/seminars were continuously conducted within the BFAD organization to cascade down the AHCRS and new policies of the Bureau  including the Post Market Surveillance among all concerned divisions and personnel – Product Services Division, Regulation Division I & II, Laboratory Services Division, Legal Information and Compliance Division.

· Series of trainings and workshops on the understanding and implementation of the AHCRS have been conducted among the regulatory authority and local cosmetic industry. To address the concern of the SMEs, particularly on licensing of soap manufacturers and their compliance with GMP, the BFAD has held several follow-up GMP seminars among soap manufacturers and conducted assessment of their facilities to identify needs and timings of compliance.

· The Bureau of Food and Drugs has identified major area that the SMEs would have difficulties in terms of GMP compliance especially the soap manufacturers and spas having the activity of compounding their products.

· GMP trainings were conducted to new establishments that have been recently licensed and those intending to put up new facilities.

· Regional Workshop on “Supplement Guidance” to ASEAN Cosmetic GMP Guideline for Soap Industry was held last 12-16 of November 2007 in Manila, Philippines funded by the APRIS II.

· PMS system and its implementation have conducted several meetings and workshops to strengthen the PMS of BFAD. 

· Workshops among auditors in various regions all over the Philippines together with the central BFAD office have been conducted last 19-23 of November 2007 entitled “Training the Trainors on the Implementation of the ACD and Post market Activities funded by the World Bank to assure consistency and uniformity in the implementation of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive. The training was also conducted on two regions last 26 -29 of November and 2-5 of December 2007 having training on certain cosmetic manufacturer to trained other establishments within the region particularly on the compliance to GMP and how to develop the PIF.

· To provide quality service to the clients, the Bureau is now in the process of computerizing all its operations as part of its infrastructure development. 
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