9th ASEAN COSMETIC COMMITTEE MEETING

12 – 13 December 2007 Vietnam

IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS REPORT FOR SINGAPORE (Jul-Dec 2007)

1. Transposition of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directives into National Law

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) has finalised the subsidiary legislation documents with the Attorney-General Chambers and legal counsel to transpose the requirements of the ASEAN Cosmetic Directive (ACD) under the Health Products Act (HPA).  The new cosmetic legislation entitled “Health Products (Cosmetic Products – ASEAN Cosmetic Directive) Regulations 2007” will be gazetted by end December 2007 and implemented with effect from 01 January 2008. 

2. Product Notification

All new cosmetic products will have to comply with ACD requirements and be notified to HSA prior to sale with effect from 1 January 2008.  However notification of existing products will take place over 4 phases in 2008 and be given time to comply with ACD within the allocated grace period.

The new electronic notification system for the implementation of the ACD is currently undergoing final stages of programmed testing and will be ready to roll out by 1 January 2008.   

3. Dialogue with Stakeholders

An industry engagement exercise was conducted in August and September this year, mainly for the industry to view and provide feedback on a draft version of the new regulations.

HSA has had an industry outreach programme in place since September 2005, with briefings and workshops to educate the cosmetic industry on the ACD.  This programme has been intensified in recent months to facilitate their preparations for ACD implementation.  In respect of activities this year, HSA, together with the Cosmetic Toiletry and Fragrance Association of Singapore (CTFAS), conducted an ACD Implementation Workshop on 1 – 2 August 2007 in addition to the April workshop earlier in the year.  
4. Media Briefing

HSA has conducted a media briefing on 21 November 2007 to inform the public on the implementation of the ACD. 
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